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From the Editor
In the preparation of this issue of the VISITOR we
worked closely with Paul Hostetler, Director of Public Information for the College.
In addition to help in the
planning of this issue, Paul
wrote the article on the six
f a c u l t y m e m b e r s (pages
eight and nine).
I was impressed as I read
Paul's article of the involvement of many of Messiah's
faculty in the life of the
Brethren in Christ Church.
This involvement needs to
continue. It is a two-way
street—a willingness on the
part of faculty to become involved and the call of the
church for the use of their gifts.
We are well aware of the increased cost of everything—including educational costs. It is natural to assume
that unless parents have above average resources or the
student has exceptional athletic abilities or academic credentials, college—at least the private college—is not a
realistic option. If such there be, please read Ron Long's
article on pages six and seven.
Not everyone should go to college. But everyone who
should go to college should go to college. And, with few exceptions, everyone who should go to college can go to college and can go to a private college.
Our family was in Pennsylvania for part of the holiday
season. While there we visited the campus and toured the
Learning Resources Center which is nearing completion.
Of the many values which college life brings it remains
that the principal purpose of college is learning. To this
purpose the Learning Resources Center brings increased
commitment.
In retrospect, no institution has had the influence on our
denominational life as our colleges. Our leadership—lay
and ordained—has been trained in their classrooms, they
have been a unifying force in our life as a denomination.
The type of church music we sing, the professions we follow, and our theological framework have all been strongly
influenced by our schools.
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Editorial
Mission and Need
In the article "Messiah and Mission," Wilmer Heisey
points out that Messiah was born out of a sense of need.
This need grew out of a sense of mission.
In the final decades of the nineteenth century the Brethren in Christ committed themselves in a new way to missions overseas and at home. This new sense of mission produced a sense of need—the need to train and equip men
and women for the task. In 1910 Messiah College was
founded with the significant title "Messiah Bible School
and Missionary Training Home."
A sense of mission will continue to produce a sense of
need. To many of these needs the church college continues
to be the means of response.
High on the church's mission agenda is the communication of the faith to the children and youth of the congregation. Now, a church should experience more than biological growth, i.e., more than the conversion of the children of its own families. But if a church neglects its own
children and youth in the interest of other efforts its years
are numbered and its ministry limited.
The Sunday school and the other programs of the local
congregation are a means for the nurture and evangelism
of our children. The church college is an extension of this
same concern. A significant number of our youth will
choose college. Pastors and parents who take their faith
commitment seriously will take seriously the question of
college. If this faith has a Brethren in Christ orientation,
then, this says something about college as well.
The Brethren in Christ continue their commitment to
missions overseas. The needs which this continuing commitment to mission produces are as urgent and apparent as
those which surfaced seven decades ago.
The awakening nationalism, a new awareness and
respect for other cultures, the burden of being white, and
the growing need to find our role with the indigenous
national churches are issues which need to be faced. Messiah's role in meeting these needs are just as necessary and
can be just as significant as at the time of its founding.
Dr. Ray Hostetter in his article on page 13 envisions a
new role for Messiah in the mission ministry of the church.
The Brethren in Christ have a great mission heritage. We
also have a strong missionary theology based on word and
deed, evangelism and ministry. Our heritage and our theology portend a future as significant as the past.
What form the church's response to the current need
takes may be largely unknown, but, surely it lies in a joint
effort of college and church. It may well be expressed in
the college's continuing the training of missionaries. It
may include the education of national leaders, the establishing of satellite campuses overseas, the creation of a
chair for missions (The Jesse Engle or the Frances Davidson Chair of World Missions).
January 25, 1977

The vision is an exciting one. Again, a sense of mission produces a sense of need. The resources of the college should be available and should be used by the church.
The church's sense of mission is not only afar. Mission
is all around us. A new awareness of this is gripping the
church. It bears the name of "church growth."
Church growth calls for the mobilization of all areas of
church life if it is to be effective. It will call for the
equipping of leaders, conserving of gains, providing a theological understanding of conversion and discipleship. To
these needs, the college is in a unique position to respond.
Church growth by its very nature is community and congregational in its orientation. If we are to remain a general conference and retain the sense of brotherhood, then,
we need a cohesion that ties our congregations together
and spans our geographical distances. This cohesion comes
through leadership which knows each other and has a
major degree of commonality in belief and values. This
cohesion comes as we maintain a framework of doctrine to
which we give commitment. This cohesion comes as we
give support to common ministries and relate to common
institutions.
The mission of church growth produces needs. To these
needs the resources of the college should be tapped. The
college can be a cohesive factor in bringing new congregations and new members into the wider community of the
brotherhood. Each new congregation should sense that
Messiah is our college. It is here where our youth will
attend. To the college we will turn for resources in our congregational life. It is with Messiah that we identify.
The church has the mission to bring upon present issues
the insights of the Christian faith. A church which is
strongly program and mission minded is in danger of being
overly pragmatic. Attention needs to be given to values,
ideas, and meaning. Our lifestyle, our programs, our message need to come under the judgment of Christ and the
Scriptures.
In this mission of discernment the college and the
church must share. There is danger when we become so
absorbed in the daily tasks that we cease to reflect and
examine. There is danger when ideas are dealt with within
the ivory tower, isolated from the realities of life; and when
truth is explored without accompanying commitment.
Our assumptions need to be tested and our positions examined but these need to happen within the context of mission and life. This is a joint task of church and college.
I have a vision for Messiah to become increasingly involved in the wider life of the church. This is a two-way
street—a willingness on the part of the college to be involved and a desire on the part of the church to tap the resources which the college possesses.
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Echoing the
Gospel
George

Kimber

"Let him that is taught
in the word communicate
I N T H I S age of gloom and despair,
most communicators are heralds of
bad news. We who bring the gospel are
almost the only heralds of good news.
The situation was the same when Paul
brought the gospel to Macedonia, as
recorded in 1 Thessalonians 1:5-10.
In the exposition of this text, we
shall observe three things about the
communication of the gospel: (1) The
Communication Itself; (2) The Result
of Communication; (3) The Perpetuation of Communication.
The Communication Itself. What is
true communication of Christ? Paul,
reminding the Thessalonians of his
first communication to them, said:
" F o r our gospel came not unto you in
word only, but also in power, and in
the Holy Spirit, and in much assurance . . ." Witnessing is not a task of
thinking of just the right words.
Words are important, as even the
apostle said, "not in word only."
However, the gospel is power as well
as truth.
It is not merely factual, it is effectual. It is not only a document, it is
dynamic. It is not limited to a declaration of the message, it is attended with
evidence of divine power and manifestation of the Holy Spirit. Christ,
through the power of the Spirit, is always present where He is preached
sincerely and listeners not only hear
something but feel something as well.
Communicating Christ makes us partners with the Holy Spirit.
The Result of Communication. It
naturally follows that the communication of Christ, not in word only, but
in the power of the Spirit, will have
wonderful results.
One of these is that men turn to
God. With the Spirit's help, we can
turn men to God. In our age of awful
The writer is Assistant Professor in Biblical
Literature, Messiah College. He also serves as
pastor of the Dillsburg Brethren in Christ
Church.
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..."
despair, men are turning to drugs, to
alcohol, to sex perversion, to violence, to false gods, and to suicide.
Even when men turn to innocent pursuits, they find them at last dull and
boring. Man is so created that true
peace and genuine self-realization
come only with turning to God.
Another result of communicating
Christ is setting men free." "And how
ye turned to God from idols to serve
the living and true God," verse 9.
Idolatry is not merely a false religion.
It is also a terrible bondage, a bondage over which Satan rules in a kingdom of darkness. Always in the New
Testament, preaching the gospel is
synonymous with setting men free.
Not many images of wood and stone
are in evidence, but never was man
more an idolater. What is more
idolatrous than worshipping at the
shrines of affluence and perversion
today?
Another result of witnessing for
Christ is transformed lives. "And ye
became followers of us and of the
Lord, having received the word," verse
6; " S o that you became an example of
all believers in Macedonia," verse 7.
Those to whom Paul witnessed became followers of Christ instead of
Satan, and began to live exemplary
lives. The change was so remarkable
that the news spread all over Macedonia.
There is yet another result of communicating Christ, that of giving men
new hope: ". . . and to wait for His
Son from heaven, whom He raised
from the dead, Jesus, which delivered
us from the wrath to come," verses 910. Perhaps the principal cause of our
present day confusion is hopelessness.
Social evils present such complex
problems that millions foresee no solution. The very foundations of country, home, and society seem to be
crumbling beyond repair.
Spiritual ignorance leaves mul-

titudes staring hopelessly into eternity,
fearing instinctively the wrath to
come. All this prevails in spite of the
fact that there is a real basis for hope,
and there are real solutions for all our
ills. Tragically, the established church
has miserably failed in the past few
g e n e r a t i o n s to c o m m u n i c a t e the
gospel.
The Perpetuation of Communication. The perpetuation of our communication and how it can be done is a
wonderful thing. Just how can communication be a continuing process? I
Thessalonians 1:8: " F o r from you
sounded out the word of the Lord not
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but
also in every place your faith to Godward is spread abroad; so that we need
not to speak anything."
Paul's preaching started a chain reaction. His gospel did not stop with his
converts. They became amplifiers of
the message, making it resound all
over Macedonia. Those who taught
truth and hope, communicated to
others. The word t r a n s l a t e d
"sounded" comes from the Greek
word that gives us our word "echo."
Paul's preaching became an endless
echo of truth. The evangel was not
merely absorbed, it was reflected from
man to man and from woman to
woman.
The gospel chain would never end if
every recipient were also a reflector.
All of us are aware in our space age
that we have had satellites called Echo
1 and Echo 2 orbiting the earth, making long range communication possible.
You and 1 can be communication
satellites, reflectors, making witnessing a never ending process. Witnessing of Christ is the most important
communication going on in the world.
We have certainly absorbed more of
God's truth, grace, and blessing than
can be measured, but the crucial question is, how much have we reflected?
Evangelical
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W h a t God H a t h Joined--

Messiah and Missions
J. Wilmer

Heisey

M E S S I A H C O L L E G E was born of
a vision. The first bulletin (catalog) for
the school year 1910-11 illustrates the
mind of the brotherhood at its cutting
edge. The fact that its curriculum may
be judged by us as inadequate for the
training of missionaries does not
diminish its impact on the brotherhood which sought to be faithful. Then,
as now, formal training was one part
of an intense continuing education
program for the effective missionary.
Early in this century, the vision for
missions among the Brethren in Christ
was enlarged by stimulus from the
broader Christian community. From
the December 15, 1913, issue of the
Evangelical Visitor, the first page article entitled "Modern Missions" includes this excerpt:

siah's founders pervaded the trail blazing educators on the west coast. Dr. E.
Morris Sider's new book, A Vision for
Service, documents the high priority
Upland (originally Beulah) College
gave to training for missionary service. The fruit of such vision can be
seen in the roster of Brethren in Christ
missionaries. Among the living missionaries whose names appear in the
historical listings (Missions Directories—1976) more than 60% of them
have had some training at Messiah
and/or Upland Colleges. Many others
were students at one of the four
academies, Messiah, Upland, Jabbok
and Niagara. Among the list of teachers nearly three-quarters took a part
of their training at one of the church
schools.

". . . Adverse criticism of missionaries is founded upon the notion
that they are merely theologians engaged in spreading certain doctrines. The modern missionary is a
physician, a social reformer, and an
all-round useful man or woman.
The religious work is not neglected.
The people who are benefited by
medical treatment and kindness
begin to reflect that the religion
which produces such fruits must be
a good one. Their suspicions are disarmed. They are in a receptive
mood.

But statistics do not reflect the impact of the missions vision of college
staff and faculty upon their students.
There is evidence of lives being molded
on the campuses of Brethren in Christ
schools. Many went overseas as missionaries; many went into home mission work; many stayed at home and
built into their lives an active partnership in the growing worldwide Brethren in Christ missionary ventures. It
was understandable that these Brethren in Christ described the OBJECT
of their organization as, "to promote
worship of Almighty God, and to disseminate His Gospel." This abiding
sense of mission pervaded the campuses in their fledgling years, and has
continued to the present. Presidents of
these institutions have responded to
the call for missionary service, and the
colleges have turned to the mission
field to recruit administrators and
teachers. The most prominent names
among our educators appear on both
college and missions lists.

Such missionaries do not make
trouble for the countries they represent. On the contrary, they are diplomats and ambassadors in the
broad and modern sense. They convey everywhere a good impression
of their religion and to their country."
It is interesting that the Visitor
during those years was published
from Grantham, Pennsylvania. The
editor was George Detweiler, a Canadian-born minister who served for
some years on the faculty of Messiah
Bible College as a Bible teacher.
It is u n d e r s t a n d a b l e t h a t the
Brethren in Christ became acutely
aware that to be ambassadors for
Christ in foreign lands they needed
training—both formal and practical.
The new school which soon moved
from Harrisburg to Grantham went
about the task of developing its program to equip the servants of the
church. The spirit reflected by MesThe writer is Executive Director,
Christ Board for Missions.
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But what of the changes in emphasis—in missions? and in college
curriculums? It is true that Messiah
changed its name several times. In the
Third World the march of events
brought into sharp focus some obvious
lacks in the formal training of western missionaries. At close range and
in isolated situations it may have appeared to the casual observer that missions and Messiah were about to part
company. But such notions defy the
facts. There are stirring new evidences that the challenge, "To Serve
the Present Age" is growing at Messiah College and in the church during
the present decade. Consider these
facts:
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Volume 1, N u m b e r 1, Messiah Bible School
Bulletin, dated September 1910. The tuition for
the first fall term was free. The winter and spring
terms were $6 each or a total of $10 if paid in
advance.

• At the time of this issue, a Messiah College January term class is
visiting and studying in Zambia. Its
two instructors have both served as
missionaries in Africa.
• A Messiah professor on leave is
teaching with Brethren in Christ Missions at the Choma Secondary School
in Zambia.
• During the first Semester of the
current school year Bishop P. M. Khumalo of the Rhodesian church, and
Bishop-designate William Silungwe of
the Zambian church were enrolled at
Messiah under an arrangement in
which the college gives assistance for
the training of church leaders.
• A limited amount of students
from overseas who do not have postsecondary educational privileges receive scholarships from Messiah with
an opportunity to work.
• Missions and missions related
courses are offered at Messiah. With
today's emphasis on continuing education there is a fertile mix of active
missionaries on furlough, former missionaries, international students from
young churches, and prospective missionaries on campus.
The new ferment on the campus
these days is not "whether missions,"
but rather, "missions, how?" Being so
close to the reassessments of the present decade, it is possible to lose sight
of the fact that the methodology of
missions has always been in a state of
change. The sovereign leadership of
the Holy Spirit has always made it so.
Sometimes individuals and groups
have lost sight of the implications of
Jesus' Words, " Y e shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you
free."
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Helping students meet
college costs

There's a Way
o

Ron E. Long

"NE OF THE obvious questions that high school students ask as they consider a college education is "Can I
afford it?" Like any wise investment, an education at a
private, Christian college brings definite rewards. But it
also costs money. Since we feel that the young people of
our church should receive a quality education that is distinctively Christian, we are prepared to help students with
financial need meet the cost of a Messiah College education.
Types of Financial Aid
Financial aid for college falls into two categories:
1. Financial aid programs where financial aid need is not a
requirement, and
2. Financial aid programs which require the student to
demonstrate financial need.
Messiah College offers some forms of financial aid that
fall into the first category.
Academic scholarships, for example, ranging in
amounts of S250 to $750 are awarded to students at
entrance who rank in the top 10% of their high school
graduating class and who score a total of 1,000 or more on
the Scholastic Aptitude Test and/or a composite score of
22 or more on the Academic College Test. These academic scholarships are offered during the freshman,
sophomore, junior, and senior years as long as the student
maintains a " B " average (3.0 on a 4.0 scale).
Brethren in Christ Parish Grants of S200 per year are
awarded to students from the Brethren in Christ Church.
Travel allowances ranging in amounts of S75 to $300 are
available to non-Pennsylvania residents who also qualify
for the Parish Grant. A special $500 grant is available to
Canadian Brethren in Christ students.
Ministerial dependent discounts of $150 per year are
available to children of active full-time ministers, and
mature student discounts ranging from 25% to 85% are
available to students 30 years of age and older.
Most financial aid programs require the student to demonstrate financial need. At Messiah College, the Parents'
Confidential Statement is used to determine a student's
financial need. The PCS is a confidential statement of income and assets from both the student and parents. The information is analyzed to compare the financial strength of
the applicant to that of other students with similar circumstances in terms of income, assets, liabilities, size of
family, number of family members in post secondary education, age of parents, etc. The aim is to make the expectations for family contribution as equitable as possible for
each student applicant.
The writer is Director of Admissions and Director of Student Financial
Aid.

The following equation is used to determine student
financial need:
Cost of Education
Less Family Contribution (determined by the PCS)
Financial Need

The cost of education depends on the institution, and the
cost of tuition and fees vary widely. The cost of room,
board, books, supplies, and personal expenses, however,
are essentially the same at all colleges—public or private.
The Financial Aid Package
After a student's financial need is determined, the college financial aid officer can begin to put together a financial aid "package." Each student's financial situation is
different, so each financial aid package is unique and attempts to meet the need of each individual student. (Last
year the average unmet need of each "needy" Messiah
College student was $54.) A financial aid package will include one or more types of financial aid. The most common types of financial aid include scholarships, grants,
loans, and work programs.
A financial aid package for a Brethren in Christ student
from Pennsylvania who demonstrates considerable financial need might look like this:
Messiah College Academic Scholarship
Parish Grant
Pennsylvania State Grant (PHEAA)
Basic Educational Opportunity Grant (Federal)
National Direct Student Loan
College Work-Study (on campus)
College Work-Study (summer off campus)

S 300
200
500
300
300
600
1,000
S3.200

A financial aid package for a Brethren in Christ student
from Pennsylvania who demonstrates minimal financial
need might look like this:
Academic Scholarship
Parish Grant
College Work-Study (on campus)

S300
200
400
S900

All of this money except the college work-study is
credited directly to the student's account. The college
work-study funds are distributed to the students monthly
in the form of pay checks. The amount of each monthly
Evangelical Visitor

check depends on the amount of time the student worked
in that given month.
1976-1977 Financial Aid Allocations
In the 1976-1977 academic year Messiah College students will receive
• over $330,000 in wages from the federally funded College Work-Study program.
• over $280,000 from state scholarship-grant programs
• over $203,000 from the federal Basic Educational
Opportunity Grant program.
• over $205,000 in scholarships and grants funded by
Messiah College.
• over $80,000 in the form of scholarships and grants
from service clubs and other private sources.
In addition to the above grant, scholarship, and workstudy programs, many students receive financial aid in the
form of low interest loans which do not demand repayment until 9 months following the date of graduation.
The low interest loans most commonly obtained by Messiah College students are National Direct Student Loans
a n d / o r State Guaranty Loans. The National Direct Student Loans are administered by the college student financial aid office, the State Guaranty Loans are administered
by local banks.
Securing Financial Aid: Five Steps
• 1. Discuss the availability of state and local scholarships and grants with your guidance counselor.
• 2. Determine your financial need by filling out the
Parents' Confidential Statement and submitting it to the

College Scholarship Service. This form is available at high
school guidance offices or at college financial aid offices.
(The Messiah College code is 2411.)
The PCS is used by Messiah College to determine student eligibility for leadership scholarships ($250 to $750
per year); out of state discounts; special supplemental
grants ($100 to $600 per year); college work-study ($200 to
$1,800 in earnings per year); the National Direct Student
Loan ($1,000 per year); and the Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants ($200 to $1,000 per year).
The PCS should be submitted to the College Scholarship Service by February 1st.
• 3. Obtain a Basic Educational Opportunity Grant
application from your high school guidance office, your
post office, or the Messiah College Financial Aid Office.
This form is available in late January or early February.
The BEOG offers a maximum of $ 1,400 per year. File this
application if the guidelines even suggest that you might
qualify. You have nothing to lose by doing so, and it may
"pay off."
• 4. Obtain financial aid applications for specific
programs from the Messiah College Financial Aid
Office—Parish Grant, College Work-Study, etc.
• 5. Discuss your financial aid package with the college
financial aid officer.
The Financial Aid Office is open for consultation weekdays 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. and Saturdays by appointment.
Contact Ron E. Long, Messiah College, Grantham, Pa.
17027. Phone 717-766-2511.

Of Place and Person
I T S O M E H O W looked like a college was supposed to
look. The chapel spire; the stately brick buildings, all surrounded by the green of the Pennsylvania hills. This was
my first meeting of Messiah College. I was looking at the
college through the lens of a camera from the distance of
Cemetery Hill. But I couldn't get it all in the lens. And
that was as it should be! It's impossible to catch on film
what I experienced in some quality time on campus.
First, I caught a sense of place. The buildings, the
names, the leadership, the program, all combined to give
an awareness of deep roots in a proper soil. You knew that
this institution had turned some big corners in growing up.
It was here to stay as an enduring source of blessing.
Second, I was aware of a sense of person. The sacredness of each individual was a felt thing. For example, I was
January 25, 1977

accepted with rewarding warmth as more than just another visiting preacher. I worshipped in chapel, walked by
a stream with water in it (a rarity for a Californian) and
laughed with students in the lounge. And I did all of this
and felt comfortable while doing it.
Some institutions are all place; an educational "Westminster Abbey" with the student dwarfed by traditionalism and institutionalism. Others are all people with no
anchors or fences. A humanism that proves destructive to
the person it is supposed to benefit.
I find a delightful mix of both in our college—the place
and the person merged under the lordship of Jesus Christ.
Robert W. Hempy
Pastor
Upland Brethren in Christ
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Teaching at Messiah is

No Ivory Tower
Paul

O I X P E O P L E presently serving have
a long record of teaching and administration at Messiah College and in the
Brethren in Christ Church. Together
they have given 183 years to Christian
higher education. When that is added
to their other church ministries, the
total goes well over the 200 year mark.
To do justice to the consecrated
efforts of any one of them would
demand more words than this total
article contains. The reader must
therefore recognize that the few paragraphs which can be devoted to each
one are, at best, only brief glimpses
into their busy lives.
Dr. Kenneth B. Hoover, Professor of
Biology, has given 34 years as teacher,
dean of students, and head of natural
sciences at Messiah College. Many
students who have since distinguished
themselves in related fields, remember their classroom experiences with
Dr. Hoover with real pleasure.
Dr. Hoover served as secretary of
the Brethren in Christ Board for Missions, 1956-72, and as chairman from
1972 on. He has been active in his
local church program, community
civic affairs, and in professional
studies and publications.

As he looks back over the years, Dr.
Wittlinger observes: "Service at Messiah College reflects my understanding of God's will for my life. I shall
always be grateful for the many lessons which my students have taught
me. Service at such a focal point in the
life of the Brethren in Christ Church
has been very enriching."

Hosteller

In reflection, Dr. Hoover says:
"Messiah College has provided me the
opportunity for close contact with
many fine young people . . . I believe I
have worked with many of the finest
Christians on earth here at Messiah.
Working at the college has provided
me with opportunities of additional
service to the church and church-related agencies, . . . a pleasure and inspiration to me."
Dr. Carlton O. Wittlinger, Professor of History, came to Messiah
College in 1943. His 33 years at
the college have been as teacher,
registrar and director of admissions,
dean of the college, and chairman of
social sciences. Most students will
remember him best for his classroom
expertise.

Mr. Mark B. Wolgemuth, Associate
Professor of Chemistry, also came to
Messiah College in 1943. During his
33-year tenure at the college, Mr.
Wolgemuth has taught chemistry, industrial arts, and physical education.
Students have admired his sense of
humor and his straight-forward Christian life.
While at the college, Mr. Wolgemuth also served as pastor of the Iron
Springs and Moores Brethren in
Christ churches. He pastored the
latter (now called Redland Valley
Church) for 12 years. Active in various
civic affairs through the years, his
most recent involvement has been with
the Upper Allen Township Heritage
Committee.

Dr. Wittlinger has given many years
of endeavor on the denominational
Youth Commission and as church
archivist. The author of numerous
publications, he is doing final work on
the manuscript for a well-researched
history of the Brethren in Christ
Church. The book will be off the press
in time for the 200th anniversary of
the church in 1978.

Mr. Wolgemuth was not available
for comments on his years of service at
Messiah College since he is spending a
sabbatical year teaching chemistry in
the Brethren in Christ mission school
( C h o m a S e c o n d a r y ) in Z a m b i a ,
Africa. But his service there speaks
eloquently of his devotion to teaching
and love for his Lord.

Next, in terms of years served, is
Mrs. Dorothy Schrag, Assistant Professor of Music. Beginning her teaching career at Upland College in 1940,
and coming to Messiah College in
1953, her total years of college service
come to 30. She has meaningfully
touched the lives of many music students.
8
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knows as many people as any bishop."
Her local church activities have included teaching and singing in the
choir.
Says Miss Bowers: " M y years at
Upland and Messiah have enriched
my life . . . Rather than having a
M I N I S T R Y , I have found only people whose lives I have touched in daily
ministries and through whom my own
life has been given meaning, substance, and c o n s t a n t challenge.
Church colleges have been my life. I
have regrets only for neglected opportunities . . . "

Mrs. Schrag has been active in her
local congregation. To mention just
one ministry, she played the organ at
the Grantham Brethren in Christ
Church for 17 years. In 1950 she gave
a year of relief service in Europe under
MCC. She has also participated in
community organizations.
Her work at Upland College and
Messiah College has been a joy.
"Teaching has been one of the ways I
have served the Lord and the church.
It has been a joy to work with young
people whose lives have blessed me
more than I have theirs. It really
doesn't seem like many years that I
have taught, but rather just a few."
Miss Miriam Bowers, Head
Librarian, began her college career at
Upland College in 1939, teaching English literature. She later earned her
A.M.L.S. degree and began working
in the library. Coming to Messiah
College in 1970, she is in her 28th year
of college service. Students always find
her helpful and knowledgeable.
Miss Bowers served four years under M C C in relief and refugee work in
Germany. Someone said of her recently, " A c r o s s the brotherhood she
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Mr. Alden M. Long, Professor of
Biblical Literature and Greek, is the
junior of the group, having served
"only" 25 years. His work at Messiah
College has included teaching and
serving as dean of men, dean of students, and college religious director
and chaplain. His hearty laugh and
deep spiritual commitment have added
much to the college community.
Mr. Long is the chairman of the
Brethren in Christ Ministerial Credentials Board. Among his local church
involvements are a teaching role in the

Sunday school and a booming bass in
the church choir. In the community he
has served on the school board and in
the fire company.
Mr. Long says, "Working in the
Messiah College family has given me
rewards beyond my fondest expectations. Seeing students come alive,
growing in wisdom and stature, and in
favor with God and man, has been a
creative experience. This extension of
Christ's life in me has given me a sense
of what eternal life means now. I
thank God for the only job I've ever
had! I'm not looking for another!"

Two Sides of the Coin
C H U R C H LIFE and college loyalty
are, I believe, closely related. I believe that a church which is alive in our
denomination will be loyal to our college and, I believe, if our college remains alive it will be loyal to the
denomination. At the present time I
see this beautifully exhibited on both
sides of the coin.
As bishop of the Allegheny Conference, it was an important decision for
us to locate our residence and office
close to the college—four miles away.
This provides opportunity for closer
relationship with faculty and staff as
well as with students. It provides at
least a bit more denominational presence about campus and certainly provides opportunity for the bishop and
wife to be stimulated and strengthened
by the many valuable cultural experiences on campus.
During these years of living close to
the college and being on campus frequently, my admiration for the college has increased. Many professors
and staff personnel are committed
Brethren in Christ even though some
are new to the denomination. The
spiritual motivation of the faculty is
good. Our coaches in the athletic program keep a strong spiritual emphasis. I am thankful.

The student development program
to which I relate as a board member,
is, in my judgment, high quality. The
counselors do good work with real
concern for the growth of students in
every dimension of their lives. When
problems develop, of a moral or
ethical nature, the administrators seek
to serve redemptively.
The student body this school year
rates well in spiritual interest and perception. Just several days ago I had
one of the great joys of my life in
speaking to the two chapel services. I
spoke of the Spirit-filled life: four reasons for it, four steps in attaining it,
and four signs of having it. I never
spoke to a group of young people anywhere where I felt there was greater
perception and acceptance. I am encouraged.
Henry A. Ginder
Bishop
Allegheny
Conference
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Those College Years
Barbara Bert
A B O U T this time each year high
school seniors are in the throes of decision-making about their future. A few
have the road to college all mapped
out, but many are in a state of indecision.
Employment in the trades, if available, provides immediate good wages.
The investment in a college education
seems very big and the rewards are not
easily defined. Which way should the
young adult turn?
What does a college education
provide for the youth of today? Can
the rewards become tangible? How
can Messiah College provide the needs
of youth?
During the late adolescent years,
people need a special environment.
The environment must meet several
objectives to allow each youth to
achieve adulthood as a complete person.
The most immediate and common
objective of a college education is a
professional career. Whereas a goodly
proportion of college freshmen have in
mind an area of study (journalism, for
example), the liberal arts f o r m a t
broadens the scope and gives basic
knowledge in many other areas. After
exploring the academic spectrum, a
student can settle on a vocational
choice with a clear perspective.
Messiah College professors aim to
mold these insights into Christ-centered goals. Their skills are brought
into focus on students preparing to be
contributing members of the Christian community.
In addition to vocational goals, the
college experience provides emotional
and social growth potential for students. Eighteen-year-olds are stretching out of adolescence into adulthood.
In many ways this is a crisis period in
their development pattern.
The college situation provides a
setting geographically detached from
home in which the students can test
out and reexamine all the values
learned during childhood. This process
is nurtured in the classroom, in the
dining hall, and in the residence
halls—wherever the college community rubs shoulders.
As students question childhood
values, ideas are gleaned from those
around. These ideas can reflect Chris-

tian concern or they can be conflicting
and contrary to Christ's teachings. If
the college setting provides Christian
professors and other students coming
from similar backgrounds, students
are not tempted to dump all they have
learned for an opposing value system.
An environment which allows for
each person to gain a personalized
value-system based on Christian principles can be found at Messiah College.
The social arena of the college
student is very perplexing. There is a
need to establish a psychological intimacy with some in the peer group.
Life in the residence hall allows this
among those of the same sex. Roommates, floor groupings, and general
activities within the residence hall
stimulate meaningful relationships.
When the activities have a Christian
orientation, these relationships are
directed toward growth in the Christian lifestyle.
Dating and associating with persons
of the opposite sex needs a special environment also. In many ways college

Mrs. Bert is a member of the Student Development Office serving as a College Counselor.

Dr. Paine
Mathematics.

10

is the ideal setting from which such
life-long relationships can evolve. The
students come from fairly similar
backgrounds. They have interest in
academic concerns. They have the
goals of similar lifestyles. Especially
significant is the common Christian
commitment.
To summarize—the person in late
adolescence enters the special college
environment. His academic orientation is molded to Christian concerns.
His value system is internalized without being blasted by non-Christian
values. His in-depth social pursuits develop with persons from similar Christian positions. He emerges from four
years of college life a Christian professional ready to make his contribution to the world.

Discovering Community
Dwight Paine
I ' M VERY G L A D to be at Messiah
College, where I can be as Christian as
I feel like, both in the classroom and
out. I can say in good humor, "Don't
complain about the weather—my
Father is in charge of it!" or compare
a mathematical isomorphism with
Jesus' being in the form of God—without being greeted by annoyance and
puzzlement, as I was at the secular
college where I used to teach. It is
heartwarming to feel that I am in harmony with the college ideals, a member of a team that is pulling together
for Jesus.
A few years before we came, when
our church was between pastors, Lois
and I prayed long and earnestly for a
minister who would really love and
trust Jesus and the Bible. God answered our prayers more slowly but
is

Associate

Professor

of

more fully and beautifully than we
dreamed. I lost my job there and was
welcomed here at Messiah, where we
now have two faithful pastors and a
very healthful body of believers besides. We didn't know before how
good for us a Christian college would
be, with its campus church: the examples, the encouragement and the
joyful, peaceful fellowship. I'm glad
that my four children are getting to
know at church many of the people I
work with at the college.
In our second year at Messiah,
when I was in the hospital for a month
and a half, my family was overwhelmed with love and prayer and
many, many gifts. One small envelope containing three twenty-dollar
bills came through campus mail, evidently from a student, with a note
signed simply, "In His precious love."
We really felt the love of God's people
then.
Evangelical
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Beyond the
Cloistered Walls
Paul Snyder

S A I N T Augustine remarked that the
world is like a great book, and readers
who never stir from home are like
those who read only one page. This
illustration could aptly describe ins t i t u t i o n s which see themselves
isolated from the people whom they
need, the people whom they can serve,
and the people whose vision is crucial
to their own.
Messiah College, realizing the options of both isolation and involvement, has chosen to move out of its
ivory tower and sincerely declare its
stance as an essential rather than an
auxiliary part of the life and mission of
the church.
Modern universities and colleges
had their beginnings in the institutions started by the Christian Church
in Europe during the Middle Ages.
Higher education in the United States
began in 1636 when the General Court
of Massachusetts granted funds for a
college to educate ministers—Harvard University was initially a school
of theology to train men for the Christian ministry.
The objectives in the inception of
Messiah College are amazingly similar to the above purposes. Messiah
The writer is coordinator
Relations.

of

Church-College

The most dramatic event we have
experienced here was the September
flood in 1975. At 3:30 a.m., with the
water deep in our yard and rising fast
around the porch, we telephoned college friends and neighbors to come
quick! In the beating rain they helped
us carry furniture and appliances up to
the g a r a g e , sloshing k n e e - d e e p
through the dining room before the job
was done.
What blessings that flood brought!
So much kindness and bountiful help
from the college and church family! A
faculty family invited us to live with
them until our house was dry, and students and faculty pumped out our
basement and cleaned it, washed out
the first floor rooms, and brought
heaters to dry the soaked carpet and
floorboards.
A college maintenance
man saved our new carpet by coming
in when the water was still several
January 25, 1977

Bible School and Missionary Training Home was founded to train workers for the mission fields of the church.
In the evaluation and reevaluation
of the faith-learning integration, Messiah College continues to pursue its
purposejudiciously. It identified readily with Dr. Frank Gaebelein, headmaster-emeritus of Stony Brook
School of Long Island, when he said,
"Christian higher education has been
long on declaration of purpose and
very short on practices. We cannot be
content with pronouncements because the doing of truth does not come
by assertion."
Emil Brunner said similar words
about the church: "The church exists
by mission as fire exists by burning."
The recently created Coordinator of
Church-College Relations affirms the
close communication with the church.
In directing this program, I am making an attempt to contact every pastor
as well as an area representative from
each c o n g r e g a t i o n ( A R M : A r e a
Representatives of Messiah). A notebook is given with information about
campus life, academics, admissions,
financial aid, and scheduled events.
Feedback is welcomed at all times, but
formal attempts are initiated three
times annually.

inches deep and squirting the black oil
slick out the doors with water from a
hose. Later he came back and repaired our water-damaged appliances. What a way to bind our hearts
to Messiah and the Brethren in Christ!
Another blessing that the college
community has brought me from the
Lord came through a two-year sharing
group that one of the college counselors led for faculty and staff. The
eight or ten of us simply sat together
and shared our feelings and needs
from time to time. We were genuine
with each other under her quiet, understanding leadership.
Somehow that experience, together
with a few others, has put me into
touch with people as I never have been
before. As a mathematician I have
always concentrated on the rational
and precise, but now I live in the world
of emotions and personal relation-

With this approach, the church and
the college are sensitized to their similar mission and can strive for goals in
fulfilling the mandate of Christ to
equip Christians to meet competently
the societal demands both in the secular labor force and in the church's
ministry. Close communication can
also attempt to eliminate the disparity between what is said and what is
heard. As trivial as this may seem, it
does tend to demand too much energy
of both groups.
Above all these human concerns
comes the mandate of Jesus to "learn
of me" and his terse reminder that
"man cannot live by bread alone."
Christian education involves more
than facts, more than information,
more than learning skills. True knowledge and wisdom involve the spiritual
dimension of learning Christ.
The soul of education is the education of the soul and the heart of education is the education of the heart.
Thus the need is obvious for the
church and the college to sense the
same mission, to strive for the same
goals, and to cooperate in the fulfillment of each other's ministry.

Geometric Progression:

ships too, as a Christian needs to do.
So much of our opportunity here at
Messiah lies in personal relationships,
as we motivate our young people to be
interested in the things God is interested in: His creation, His salvation,
and the people He loves. I sincerely
thank Him for letting me be a part of
this enterprise.
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A church administrator writes

It's Worth It, Jane*
John

M O T H E R , R m not sure where I'm
going to attend college," says Jane, a
student in high school. " I ' d like to go
to Messiah but it is so expensive. I'm
not sure it would be worth it."
Jane probably does not know how
much influence Messiah College has
already had upon her life. Her father
attended Messiah two years before
going into business for himself. It was
at Messiah that he was converted. Her
parents first met at Messiah and were
married after her mother graduated.
Messiah's influence upon J a n e
reaches beyond her parents. Her
pastor is a graduate of Messiah. Doug,
the director of the youth music group
at church, studied music at Messiah.
Her Sunday school teacher, a Christian d o c t o r w h o m J a n e g r e a t l y
respects, took her first two years of
college at Messiah. And it was at
camp that one of the members of a
Messiah music group helped Jane receive assurance that God truly loved
her.
The above scenario may be exaggerated, but I believe it is representative of the impact and influence Messiah College has had, and is having,
upon local congregations in the Brethren in Christ Church. The following
illustrates how local congregations
benefit from the ministry of Messiah.
Leadership Development
Messiah College is an extension of
the Christian education ministry of the
local congregation. The goal of the
Christian education ministry of the
local congregation is to help persons
come to Christ and grow in Christlikeness. The concern is that persons
gain knowledge about the Christian
faith and live these learnings in their
everyday lives.
Messiah too, is concerned that persons not only gain knowledge—but
that knowledge is translated into faithJohn Ebersole is Associate Director, Board of
Christian Education, for the denomination. He
and his wife, Mary, are members of the Nappanee congregation.

* or John
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ful living. This goal is stated in the
Messiah College catalog. "The College holds that no individuals can find
their highest fulfillment through education alone; they need the spiritual
transformation that comes only by encounter with God in Jesus Christ. The
college believes also that persons so
transformed seek to live individually
and collectively in all situations by the
affirmation that Jesus is Lord."
M a n y p e r s o n s in local c o n gregations can testify to spiritual
transformation and Christian growth
that came at Messiah. These persons
are giving significant leadership in
many local congregations. Many congregations now have young people
attending Messiah. This educational
experience is an extension of the congregation's Christian education
program. These young people are
being educated for service to Christ
and the church.
Continuing Education
Messiah is also making a significant contribution to Leadership
Development in the local congregation through its continuing education programs. The college provides training opportunities for persons in congregations. These training
opportunities have included Bible and
theology classes taught by Messiah
professors in various congregations.
These learning opportunities provide
significant educational experiences for
persons who would normally not be
able to take courses at the main
campus.
The college also sponsors a Pastors Seminar. This seminar provides
in-service training and inspiration for
the development of pastors. Other
learning experiences are also sponsored for pastors.
Messiah schedules evening and interterm courses that are directly related to congregational ministry.
These courses are training opportunities for pastors and congregational leaders.
The development and growth of
persons is one of the major contributions Messiah College makes to
local congregations.

Providing Resource Persons
and Groups
Another way the college serves congregations is by providing resource
persons and groups. Professors serve
as resource persons in specialized ministries in local congregations. These
ministries include preaching, teaching, consultation, and family ministry. The expertise of professors enriches the congregation in areas where
the congregation needs an outside resource person. Professors also serve
on d e n o m i n a t i o n a l and regional
boards and committees.
Music at Messiah has always been
one of its strengths. A ministry of
music is another resource Messiah
shares with congregations. Music
groups—from Choral Society to
smaller music groups—travel throughout the brotherhood ministering
through music. The Oratorio Society
provides an opportunity for persons in
congregations to participate in singing under the direction of competent
leadership.
The students at Messiah are another
resource that is shared with congregations. Students serve in congregations as youth leaders, in music ministries, as teachers and in other forms
of ministry. Music groups and athletic
groups minister to youth camps and
youth groups. These students provide
models for younger people to look up
to.
Parish Grant Program
The Parish Grant Program is one
way the college tries to encourage
Brethren in Christ youth to attend.
Through this program young people
receive assistance to attend Messiah.
This is an important way congregations can assist their young people in
gaining a Christian higher education.
The Future Is Bright
Truly the Brethren in Christ Church
has benefited greatly from the influence and ministry of Messiah College. The future is bright as Messiah
continues to assist congregations in
leadership development and in providing resources for local congregations.
Yes Jane, it really is worth it!
Evangelical
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A Bishop Writes . . .
M E S S I A H C O L L E G E welcomes
an international student body. Among
these are African church leaders and
African young people. Hopefully, the
latter, as they are given a chance to
broaden their knowledge in all forms
of educational disciplines, will be the
future leaders of their countries.
This year the international students
r e p r e s e n t c o u n t r i e s like G h a n a ,
Ethiopia, Zambia, and Rhodesia. We
feel that the college has not only taken
a positive move, but has also afforded
these students with the opportunity for
an appreciated achievement.
In our case, Rhodesian students are
encouraged to take studies at Messiah College because it is a Christian
college. Having known of the good
work and influence the Brethren in
Christ Church has exerted on our
youth within the church at home, we
have always felt that Messiah College
did the same. The college has a sound
spiritual teaching staff who influence
our students even to the point of causBishop Philemon Khumalo is bishop of the
Brethren in Christ Church in Rhodesia. He attended Messiah College during the fall term,
returning to Fuller Theological Seminary where
he is completing work for his Master of Divinity
Degree.

ing some individuals to adopt new,
more socially responsible vocational
goals.
Furthermore, the college has implemented a "work as you study"
policy which enables students to work
for their education. This alleviates
some of our employment and further
education problems which we have
been experiencing for a long time in
Rhodesia.
In addition to this, students get the
opportunity to interact with young
students from different countries,
different backgrounds, and different
ethnic groups. In this way they are
able to share different views, ideas,
and cultural patterns. The interchange builds them as individuals and
broadens their social values, Christian faith, and helps them better understand the truths they already know.
Messiah College has provided such
opportunities by offering teaching
situations such as Gospel Team activities. Students can get valuable experience, evaluate it objectively and critically, and even examine other issues
with an open mind, based on Christian views.
In view of what I have said, we
appeal and hope that people will give

Bishop Philemon K h u m a l o

W i l l i a m Silungwe, bishop-designate, Brethren in
Christ Church in Z a m b i a .

whatever they are able to towards
Messiah College to enable it to accommodate more international students.

The President Responds . . .
l T IS gratifying to read Bishop
Khumalo's statement. Messiah College does have an enlarged emphasis
on serving Brethren in Christ Church
leaders and potential leaders from the
international church. This may have
an impact for the worldwide Brethren
in Christ Church 'comparable to the
sending of missionaries.
Messiah will continue to place in
high priority its service to prepare
Americans for missions abroad, but
drastic changes in the world situation
call for the consideration of new approaches so as to strengthen and maintain cohesion in the world brotherhood of our church.
Some of the new or heightened
factors for change in our world church
include: Rhodesia, a country besieged; the mood for nationals to be
more self-determining; and the encouragement, by our missions arm, of
the development of indigenous leadership.
With such factors comes a shift in
polity, resulting in the American
Brethren in Christ being far less "in
control," and the governance of the
North American General Conference
having a sharply reduced impact on
January 25, 1977

the Brethren in Christ churches of
other nations. The rising expectations
for independence and uniqueness that
go with the press for self-determination must surely indicate that it is
long overdue for the church to give
attention to the need of cohesion between our national churches along
with some degree of unity in doctrine
and practice.
With the absence of any world
Brethren in Christ decision-making
body, Messiah College can be a
primary contributing force in maintaining the cohesion necessary for a
clear and forceful witness that crosses
national boundaries. The college can
accomplish this by training national
church leaders and prospective church
leaders.
This year Messiah is assisting eight
individuals from our churches in Rhodesia and Zambia in their studies at
the college. Among these are two
church leaders, Bishop Philemon
Khumalo of Rhodesia, and Bishopdesignate William Silungwe of Zambia. The college has granted scholarships amounting to $18,300 for these
eight people and has set aside additional funds for work remuneration.

President of the College,
D r . L). Ray Hostetter

We shall continue to carry this kind
of program because we believe it can
be one of the most significant impact
points for unity, u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,
strength, and clarity of witness in the
multi-national Brethren in Christ
Church. This can be carried on with
continued and growing strength as the
brotherhood heeds Bishop Khumalo's
request, as stated in his last paragraph.
This new emphasis may be among
Messiah College's most vital contributions to the Brethren in Christ
Church of coming generations.
13

Church News
CONFERENCES
Allegheny
The Clear Creek congregation dedicated
a new all-purpose room and kitchen on
Sunday, Oct. 3. The pastor, Curtis Bryant,
and Bishop Henry Ginder, officiated at the
service for the debt-free addition.
The Five Forks congregation was host to
the New Guilford congregation for a New
Year's Eve service. After several selections by the New Guilford choir and a
devotional by Rev. M a u r i c e Bender,
pastor of New Guilford, the film, " T V and
T h e e " was shown. A tea followed the
service. Rev. W. Rupert T u r m a n is the
pastor at Five Forks.
The Green Spring congregation reports
eleven persons baptized and three received
into church fellowship. The pastor, L o m e
Lichty, also served as an instructor of the
C h r i s t i a n E d u c a t i o n and L e a d e r s h i p
Training School of the Newville area. Rev.
Lichty taught the Book of Amos.
The Martinsburg congregation reports a
baby dedication service on Dec. 12. The
Christmas program on Sunday morning,
Dec. 19, and a Christmas cantata was pre-

sented in the evening by the adult choir.
The pastor is Rev. Bob Keller, Sr.
The youth of the Montgomery congregation held an evening of fellowship recently with a pizza party and homemade ice
cream. The film, " T h e Whispering Mountain" was shown. Rev. H. Melvin Boose is
the pastor.
The Van Lear congregation observed its
first anniversary in November. The group
has experienced a 50% increase in church
membership. The pastor is Rev. Clarence
Brubaker.

Atlantic
The Holden Park congregation enjoyed
a missions presentation on Sunday evening, Dec. 5. Shirley and Marilyn Heisey
presented slides on Macha Mission in
Z a m b i a and on the Navajo Mission in
New Mexico.
The Lancaster pastoral family—the
Eber Dourtes, entertained their congregation at an Open House on New Year's
day. The "Candlelight and Fireside" service was held in the House of Fellowship.
Rev. John A. Byers, pastor of the
Souderton congregation, reports good interest in their Outreach Ministry. A recent
C o m m i t m e n t Sunday resulted in 36 prayer
warriors, 9 phone callers, and 12 persons
doing visitation.
The Valley View congregation reports 10
persons baptized and 17 persons received
into church membership during the month
of December. The pastor is Rev. Calvin
Hamblin, Jr.

Cedar Grove Dedicates Sanctuary

Canadian
The Bridlewood congregation reports
three persons were baptized on Dec. 5, and
five were received into church fellowship
on Dec. 12. The pastor is Rev. John
Schock.
Bishop Roy V. Sider reports that the
Matachewan congregation has experienced a steady increase in attendance since
October. The pastor is Rev. Glen MacPherson.
Ten persons were baptized in a service
held on Oct. 3, by the Stayner congregation. On Nov. 14, one person was received into church fellowship. Rev. Harvey
B. Stickley is the pastor.

Central
Rev. Harold Paulus gave his farewell
sermon to the Beulah Chapel (Ohio) congregation on Sunday, Dec. 26. Rev. Jeff
Edmonds began as interim pastor on Sunday, Jan. 2.
A House Fellowship meeting was held
by the Fairview congregation on Thursday, Dec. 30, to share with Bishop and
Mrs. Philemon Khumalo, from Africa.
Rev. Henry N. Miller is the pastor.
The Highland congregation held an
Open House on Monday evening, Dec. 20,
for the Glen Heise family. The Heises
recently returned from mission service in
Nicaragua. The pastor is Rev. Louis
Cober.

Midwest
The Bethany congregation received $800
in a Harvest Offering which was given to
the N a v a j o Mission. The Christian Service
Brigade recently took a trip to Alabaster
Caverns. Both the boys' club and the
Pioneer Girls are experiencing growth. The
pastor is Rev. Charles Rickel.
The Dallas Center congregation hosted a
carry-in supper for the Oak Park congregation on Monday evening, Dec. 6. Luke
Reefer and Larson Wenger were present
and shared with the group. The pastors
are: Dallas Center—Rev. Millard Haldeman and O a k Park—Rev. Harold Jackson.
A Lay Witness Team from the Zion
congregation and their pastor, Paul Hess,
visited the Palm Valley congregation
(Pharr, Texas) from Dec. 28-Jan. 3. The
pastor at Palm Valley is Rev. LeRoy
Eberly.

F r o m left to right: Rev. W i l b u r Benner; Rev.
W i l l i a m S w a r t z , a former member; Bishop
H e n r y A . G i n d e r ; P h i l i p Varner, c h a i r m a n ,
Board o f Trustees; Pastor Eugene Heidler; and
R o y Shelley, contractor.

November 28 was Dedication Day at the
Cedar Grove church for the newly-built
sanctuary. Rev. Edgar Reefer, a former
pastor taught the Sunday school adult
class. Pastor Eugene Heidler preached the
Sunday morning message. Bishop Henry
Ginder was in charge of the afternoon
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A n exterior view o f the Cedar Grove Church. The
new sanctuary is on the right of the photograph,
added to the former building.

Dedicatory Service, with former pastor
Wilbur Benner preaching the dedicatory
sermon.
There were 492 present for the morning
worship service. A building fund offering
of over $4,300 was received at the afternoon service.
The day concluded with an evening
vesper service followed by an informal fellowship period.

Pacific
The Redwood Country congregation
hosted the Mennonite and Free Methodist
Churches on Dec. 5 for an evening of singspiration and fellowship. The congregation has begun a newsletter. Rev. Sam
Hollingsworth is the pastor.
The Upland congregation reports capacity attendance for their Family Night
Christmas Program on Sunday evening,
Dec. 5. The pastors are Rev. Robert
Hempy and Rev. Glenn Ginder.

Evangelical Visitor

Front row, left to right: Emerson C. Fry; D. Ray Hostetter,
president of college; Harold H. Engle, chairman; B. E. Thuma,
secretary; Dwight E. Bert, assistant chairman; Mark S. Hess,
assistant secretary; Gail Lehman; and John E. Zercher.
Back rows, left to right: Robert K. Worman, Charlie B. Byers,
Lowell D. Hoover, Leon E. Kocher; Curtis O. Byer, Henry A.
Cinder, Clyde W. Horst, John E. Sollenberger, Aaron Martin,

David E. Climenhaga, Galen M. Oakes, Carl J. Ulery, Alvin
Heise, Paul G. Lenhert (honorary trustee), Samuel F. Wolgemuth, M. Evelyn Poe, and R. Donald Shafer.
Members not present for photograph: William L. Banks, Ernest
L. Boyer, Ernest S. Burch, J. Jerome Cooper, Roy L. Hess,
Richard E. Jordan, Daron R. Keller, Robert L. Poindexter, J.
William Reseigh, Roy V. Sider.

MESSIAH COLLEGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Harold H. Engle
Messiah College is a small, private, independent, Christian, liberal arts college. Policies are established and
adopted by a board and administration in cooperation
with faculty and students, independent of governmental
interference. These policies are developed by a team which
has a common concern. This concern is to convey and
preserve basic Christian values for today's students as
well as future generations.
Realizing that we are living in a decadent society, the
board is strongly committed to the purpose of the College
and thanks God for providing excellent presidential
leadership, a deeply dedicated faculty and staff, adequate
facilities and a serious student body.
Another important value is the college's philosophy,
objectives, and campus lifestyle. Basic to this is the
liberal arts setting with a Christian world-view. A strong
biblical emphasis, with the Word of God as authoritative,
is attempted and is hopefully more meaningful than "just
a piece of paper." A relevant program which relates Christian truth to life is stressed in the classroom as well as
outside.
The emphases of belief in God, personal commitment
to Christ, respect for the individual, high value on human
life, and a service oriented life-ministry are high priorities
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in the total program. This has special value when compared with national trends of humanistic and secularistic
philosophies so apparent on much of the college and university scene.
Messiah College provides on the Grantham campus a
model that preserves the strengths of the Christian college
in a rural setting. With the Philadelphia campus adjacent
to Temple University, new opportunities have opened
in an urban environment.
The quality of education at Messiah College is such that
degrees can be offered in more than forty-five
majors in a fully accredited program. In addition,
programs in pre-professional training and in missionary
preparation are offered. These academic offerings in a
small Christian college have great values and strengths.
The board denominational spread of the student body,
seriousness of purpose and intent, and the willingness
of more and more students to choose the college
speak well for the college.
The opportunity for Christian people to join together in
the financial support of the college has value for the
students, the faculty, and the administration. Just as important is the value which comes to these supporters as
they see the graduates relate to the world about them.
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Dear President Hostetter
M y father o n c e challenged m e to d e f i n e " e d u c a t i o n " .
Since education is w h a t m o s t of M e s s i a h College students
a r e striving to a t t a i n , I thought you might b e interested
in the c o n c l u s i o n s this student r e a c h e d .
E d u c a t i o n : learning to m e e t life's situations successf u l l y . (That definition is not o r i g i n a l w i t h m e , but a
w o r t h y o n e , I think.) Some of the situations life throws at
us are m a r r i a g e , s i n g l e n e s s , d e a t h , choice of v o c a t i o n , m a k i n g
a living.
Many of these confrontations come outside of college,
H o w e v e r , c o l l e g e is the atmosphere in w h i c h one acquires
training for m e e t i n g s i t u a t i o n s . H e r e a r e a few of the
reasons that I v a l u e m y college experience:
O f f e r s ample opportunity to develop self-discipline
Gives m e m o r e v o c a t i o n a l choices
P r o v i d e s m e w i t h a solid foundation of formal knowledge concerning m y field of interest
Makes it clear that n a t u r a l aptitudes must b e supplem e n t e d by hours of w o r k and p r a c t i c e
In my o p i n i o n , even m o r e n e c e s s a r y for coping w i t h life
successfully than college experience is a personal relationship with Jesus C h r i s t . I a m glad Messiah College is a place
w h e r e it is p o s s i b l e for m e to grow stronger...through u n i t y
w i t h Christian friends...through controversy w i t h those who
believe d i f f e r e n t l y .
To summarize...I a m convinced that a college education
is w o r t h my time and m o n e y .

A r i e l Blackketter

